BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
On Wednesday, March 18 [1778] I arrived in London,
and found him at his own house, sitting with Mrs Williams,
and was informed that the room formerly allotted to me was
now appropriated to a charitable purpose; Mrs Desmoulins,
and I think her daughter, and a Miss Carmichael,3 being all
lodged in it. Such was his humanity, and such his generosity,
that Mrs Desmoulins herself told me, he allowed her half-a-
guinea a week. Let it be remembered, that this was above a
twelfth part of his pension.
His liberality, indeed, was at all periods of his life very
remarkable. Mr [Charles] Howard, of Lichfield, at whose
father's house Johnson had in his early years been kindly re-
ceived, told me, that when he was a boy at the Charter-
House, his father wrote to him to go and pay a visit to Mr
Samuel Johnson, which he accordingly did, and found him
in an upper room, of poor appearance. Johnson received him
with much courteousness, and talked a great deal to him, as
to a school-boy, of the course of his education, and other
particulars. When he afterwards came to know and under-
stand the high character of this great man, he recollected his
condescension with wonder. He added, that when he was
going away, Mr Johnson presented him with balf-a-guinea;
and this, said Mr Howard, was at a time when he probably
had not another.
He returned next day to Streatham, to Mr Thrale's [where
I also] went on Monday, March 30. Next morning, while we
were at breakfast, Johnson gave a very earnest recommenda-
tion of what he himself practised with the utmost con-
scientiousness : I mean a strict attention to truth, even in
the most minute particulars. He was indeed so much im-
pressed with the prevalence of falsehood, voluntary or un-
intentional, that I never knew any person who upon hearing
an extraordinary circumstance told, discovered more of the
incredulus odl He would say, with a significant look and
decisive tone, *It is not so. Do not tell this again.3 He incul-
cated upon all his friends the importance of perpetual vigi-
lance against the slightest degrees of falsehood; die effect of
which, as Sir Joshua Reynolds observed to me, has been,
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